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You’ve heard the old saying, “Your home is 
your castle.” Maybe, but dank, dark castles 
need maintenance attention. So does your 
home, and no one should think that buying a 
brand new house gets you out of  
routine maintenance. 

Just buying a new house is an 
accomplishment that you and your family can 
sit down and enjoy for a while. At first, you 
find yourself breathing a deep sigh of relief. 
You’re simply happy to have achieved your 
goal. You enjoy the new house smell and 
settle into your brand new surroundings.

You awaken months, even years later, to 
realize there are a ton of things you should 
have been doing to preserve your now, not-
so-new home. Your lack of attention has 
taken its toll.

This guide will address that attention gap 
before it happens. Long-time homeowners 
can, of course, also get something out of 
stepping up their maintenance schedule for 
home projects and getting organized about 
looking after home sweet home.

There’s just no getting around it, upkeep 
and frequent repairs are a necessary part 
of home ownership. Ignoring the need for 
repair will only create a bigger problem, so 
addressing the situation head-on is the  
best solution.

This can be a scary proposition for some 
people, especially for those for who think 
do-it-yourself is something to fear. Here’s the 
thing. We get that. We know that for some 
folks, DIY home improvement projects are 
daunting, and that’s okay.
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In fact, it is absolutely the better part of valor, 
to know one’s limitations – to know precisely 
when it’s time to get something done right 
and done quickly. For complex jobs it’s one 
less headache, and is certainly less time 
consuming, to bring in an expert. 

For some people it just makes sense.  
This guide will help you to decide which  
choice is best for your family; DYI or  
professional services.

We want to provide solutions for you to get 
your house into tip-top shape; whether you 
are attending to the needs of a brand new 
home or to one that is not new, but new 
to you. Your home is possibly the greatest 
investment you own; maintaining it is the 
best way to protect your investment and  
live comfortably.

So, how does that happen? Read on…

Maintain Your  
First Home: 
Isn’t this where it always begins? Organization 
is the very first step in knowing what is going 
on in your house, in terms of needed repairs 
and upkeep. Undoubtedly, if a significant time 
has passed since purchasing your home, then 
there may be several, if not many repairs  
that are necessary.

Unfortunately, most homeowners just 
remember and attack things ad hoc; you 
know, situational occurrences. In other 
words, if it’s broken, then they will address 
it. They have an “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” 
mentality. This is not a good strategy  
for keeping everything in your home  
running smoothly.  

Instead, adopt an organized approach to 
home maintenance, much like you would 
your physical health. You don’t ignore vital 
symptoms that indicate poor health, waiting 
until you are very ill to go to the doctor. Most 
of us get an annual checkup to keep healthy, 
and to prevent greater catastrophes. This 
should be the case with home maintenance. 

Don’t just go with the flow. Get organized in 
how you will approach do it yourself projects. 
An organized plan will help you to jumpstart 
DIY efforts, and will give you the inertia to get 
beyond the “I should do it, but…” syndrome 
(you fill in the blank).
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An effective method to proactivity is to begin 
by making a checklist, perhaps several. Here’s 
the pro tip – build these checklists off of the 
professional home inspection you received 
when buying the house. 

Print out a hard copy, or if you prefer, keep 
an online file folder. Walk around your house, 
inside and out. There will be other, easier, 
things you’ll want to do not reflected in the 
home inspection. With laser point attention, 
notice and check everything.

During the final walkthrough, your realtor 
encouraged you to test everything in the 
house. You opened and closed doors, 
turned spigots on and off, tested the Heating 
Ventilation Air Conditioning (HVAC) system, 
and inspected the windows, baseboards, any 
gutters, and roof.

If you didn’t inspect every aspect of the home 
before purchasing, someone else did. You or 
the bank hired an inspector to go through the 
house with a fine-toothed comb.

This is the type of assessment you conduct 
to find what repairs are needed. You will 
keep notes in your binder/folder. You might 
also separate folders into specific categories. 
For example, a separate folder for HVAC, 
plumbing, electrical, appliances and so on. 
The point is to find a system that works for 
you. If you don’t have an organized approach 
to catching potential problems and keeping 
up with maintenance around the house, then 
it will always be something you’ll get around 
to doing later.
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Maintain Your  
First Home: 
You’re primed to tackle Do It Yourself projects 
around the house. You feel organized, 
knowing what needs to be done. There are 
also jobs you just want to do, such as re-deck 
the patio.

The next step in the process is to come up 
with a workable calendar, whether it is a 
physical copy or online as a Google doc or 
something similar.

The calendar keeps you in line with what jobs 
are urgent, versus which ones can be placed 
on hold for a little bit longer. It will allow you 
to stay ahead of the maintenance curve, 
rather than waiting for something to break.

The Maintenance Tasks list here is far from 
comprehensive, but it will get your ideas 
brewing. Anything urgent like a leaky roof, get 
done quickly; it will just cause  
further damage.

Obviously, some repairs will cost more. 
Others are more labor intensive or require 
more expertise (yours or a professional’s). In 
such cases, stop to consider these two very 
important factors: Your level of experience, 
and the cost of a project. 

Brainstorm about the jobs that need to be 
done in and outside the house. There are 10 
common tasks that may wind up on your list, 
and can be added to the calendar.  
They include:

• Replacing faucet washers

• Checking heater insulation

• Clearing or replacing garbage disposal

• Carpet cleaning (twice a year)

• Checking roof tiles

• Checking HVAC and water heater

• Replacing dryer timing belt (every 2 years) 

• Check for wood rot in the attic

• Check for mold in the basement or other  
damp places, like the bathroom

• Peeling or faded interior/exterior paint 

Common Home 
Maintenance Tasks
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Maintain Your  
First Home:  
Before taking on a DIY job, calculate the 
number of hours you are able to work on the 
job, alongside the cost you estimate it would 
take to hire a professional.

Most of us have very busy schedules, which 
require home projects to be completed on 
the weekend. Working on a project one or 
two days a week, how long would it take you 
to complete a big job, like adding an outdoor, 
covered deck? If the answer is “forever”, then 
go ahead and hire a professional or find out 
how much you can do to either start or finish 
up the job. 

Add this time factor to your Home 
Maintenance Calendar. This helps prioritize 
whether it’s a DIY possibility or not.

DIY can be something to involve your spouse  
or older children. Including them shows 
the value of budgeting, work planning and 
teamwork. It’s also fun just to see your kids 
learn and start to understand things; and it’s OK 
for them to see learning is a life-long pursuit if 
you’re learning along with them.

Whatever you choose, make sure it doesn’t 
compromise your family’s safety. It’s doubtful 
that you and your child will rewire the 
kitchen, but, for example, you might re-tile  
it together. 

Maintain Your  
First Home: 
Only you (and perhaps your spouse) know 
the degree with which you can fit a DIY 
project into your schedule. And now’s not the 
time to vastly overrate your skills; everything 
is a learning process but you don’t want to 
cause chaos around the house while  
you’re learning.

If your level of experience falls between 
changing a light bulb, and hanging pictures, 
then it is better to call in a professional 
for the more challenging jobs. You have 
the ability to learn how to complete these 
yourself, following our DIY “YOU CAN” series.

By the time you put in the effort to learn 
how to do something such as put a new roof 
onto your house or change out the bathtub, 
the job could be completed by a service 
professional in a fraction of the time. It might 
save money in the long run, as well, since a 
pro can get the right materials the first time, 
and at a better price.

Hiring a professional ensures there is very 
little waste and you won’t have to worry 
whether you did the job correctly.

If it’s a big project, building codes may be an 
issue. A stand-up professional is familiar with 
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city and neighborhood codes and will know 
what permits should be pulled to lawfully 
complete your project. This is important 
because there can be fines if your work does 
not meet their requirements, or you might 
have to restore how something looked in the 
first place – erasing all your work. 

Remember, you’ve categorized your list of 
jobs by urgency. Time is of the essence,  
as some repairs will require a quick 
turnaround to avoid making a serious 
problem catastrophic.

Maintain Your  
First Home: 
In addition to assessing your level of 
experience and the urgency of a project, it’s 
also important to figure out, upfront, how 
much the project will cost to complete.

This is information needed in your home 
maintenance calendar. Just as you will place 
an urgent job on the calendar at the earliest 
date possible, you will also spread expensive 
jobs further apart, so that your maintenance 
efforts don’t become cost prohibitive. It is 
best not to schedule the most expensive jobs 
all around the same time. 

Material and labor are 85 percent of project 
costs. Except if the project is DIY, though 
even then you may want to bring in friends 
for help. When thinking about materials, 
remember to include what it will cost for 
cleanup during, or after the project  
is complete.

If your house needs a new roof, or you’re 
changing the home layout or removing and 
replacing damaged drywall, then the project 
may include the cost of a dumpster or the 
price of dumping offsite. 

Planning is crucial to a DIY project, and the 
more specifics you gather before starting, the 
better. Take time to strategize so that your 
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estimate falls closer to the actual price of the 
project. Include the following in your  
cost estimate.

• Clean-up

• Permits

• Equipment / Tool Rental

• Tool Purchase

• Labor

• Materials

The season when you begin and end the 
project is also an aspect to developing a 
home maintenance calendar. If it’s too hot, 
to windy, too rainy, too snowy or any other 
weather condition that can slow you down, 
plan outdoor projects accordingly. Depending 
on the season, you may also be limited by the 
availability of certain materials.

One choice to consider if your project is 
big and important enough – and likely to 
increase the value of the home – is to get a 
home repair loan. Going with the mortgage 
company that lent you the purchase money is 
usually your first stop.

Finally, with your fully functional calendar, 
categorize the projects. By now you should 
be able to confirm if the project is suitable for 
DIY, or if better in the hands of a professional. 
Place the home projects on your calendar 
under one of those two categories;  
DIY/Professional.  

The DIY vs. 
Professional Services 
Cost Question
If you’ve decided to hire a professional, then 
determining the ballpark cost of a project 
is easier. Depending on the job, a service 
pro may visit your home, to look over what 
the project requires, and then provide an 
estimate. You have the option of turning 
down the estimate, of course, to investigate 
whether another professional will come 
in lower on the bid for the job. Or you can 
ask about materials, without damaging the 
integrity of the work.

Estimating the cost of a project you work on 
yourself is a bit more challenging. A rough 
estimate is the best you can expect. If you 
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find yourself spending hours upon hours in 
research, well, the pro might be the  
better choice.

We recognize that completing good work 
yourself is extremely fulfilling, and something 
you can point to for years to friends and 
yourself as an accomplishment. It’s just that 
there are so many other areas where you 
might want to accomplish things, that you 
might not be able to do them all.

Isley’s is happy to recommend, through 
our decades of working in the valley, a 
professional for a skill, such as wood-working, 
that our workers don’t have.

Listing Service 
Providers
A side note to creating a workable home 
maintenance calendar; put together a list 
of area service providers to tackle the jobs 
you’ve decided aren’t for you.

Include what you’ll need for contacting them; 
phone numbers, email addresses, websites. 

Go online to search for area providers, 
speak with other homeowners and ask 
for recommendations. Ask Isley’s for 
recommendations on areas of work we don’t 
do, such as in-home theater installation.
Make your list simple and categorize 

maintenance professionals according to 
their craft: masons, electricians, interior 
remodelers, landscapers, dry-wallers, roofers, 
and so on.

Having these vetted names and numbers 
at your fingertips is invaluable when you 
come upon a job that is just a bit out of your 
wheelhouse, or one that demands too much 
of your time.
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Maintain Your  
First Home: 
Accomplishment comes with organization 
and you can definitely do whatever you want 
to take on. Finishing something around the 
house is immensely gratifying – but you can’t 
do it all unless house maintenance and DIY 
home projects are all you want to do.

You can complete DIY and maintenance work 
around the home with just a few guidelines:

1. Get organized. Develop a list of what jobs 
need attention, either through DIY efforts 
or by a professional.

2. Devise a calendar and prioritize jobs by 
urgency, difficulty, time, and season. Can 
you complete them within a reasonable 
timeframe, or should you call  
a professional?

3. Research DIY and tips others have learned 
through their own mistakes.

4. If the time or cost factor doesn’t make 
sense, it absolutely makes sense to call in a 
professional. 

Isley’s specializes in areas that are often 
“too big” for homeowners to take on by 
themselves. Call Isley’s for assistance with 
HVAC, plumbing and water treatment or for 
recommendations for other types of work.
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